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Introduction + Background
We are so proud of our Middle School Students and Families who have jumped into the
unknown world of remote learning. Learning to navigate family, work, and school
responsibilities has certainly been a huge leap for all of us while simultaneously learning how to
learn from afar. The learning curve has been steep for all of us; this grading policy reflects the
complexities of this time. Remote learning has pushed all of us to be advocates of equitable and
just education. Students and families have taken the initiative for their learning and maintained
continuity of their learning goals.
We are committed to taking care of our middle school students both social/emotionally and
academically. We believe this grading plan is one way we can support them through
the end of the 2019-2020 academic year.
Rationale:
We recognize that the effects of the coronavirus global pandemic has shifted our community
drastically, and the need to adapt is necessary. The situation of each family is unique; family
situations are constantly changing, and we recognize that our students do not have the same
access, whether this be technology, resources, family support, etc. As such, we take a stand in
favor of equity, to ensure that every student and family receives the support they need to be
successful. Since the shift to remote learning in March 2020, our Renaissance community has
witnessed the following:
● Families who have fallen sick with COVID-19 and its aftermath;
● Families dealing with food insecurity, job loss and the accompanying stress;
● Students who are struggling with executive functioning skills, despite the support of
advisors and learning specialists;
● Special education and ELL students struggling to make progress on IEP goals (that were
otherwise being attained in school), due to the problems of remote learning;
● Students who are tasked to support younger siblings with their school work;
● Students who, even with family support, are dealing with depression and cannot produce
the same high quality work they did in the building;
● Students with extraordinary family support, who are soaring and exceeding expectations
during remote learning; and
● Students who are flourishing, due to limited peer distractions and social pressure.

Marking Period 4 Remote Grading Policy (March 23rd-June 19th)
In accordance with the above rationale, we feel this policy will allow for teachers, families, and,
most importantly, our middle school students, to be successful while maintaining high and clear
expectations. The following outlines our TRCS Middle School grading policy for the
2019-2020 academic year, taking into account the drastic shift to remote learning
in the context of the global pandemic.
What will be the grading for TRCS Middle School Students?
Grading for TRCS Middle School will follow the grading system outlined at the beginning of the
2019-2020 school year. The end of the final marking period will be June 19th, 2020.
Report cards will be distributed electronically by June 26th, 2020.
Middle School Numerical Grading System
Marking Period grades will be distributed with numerical grades to all students, which
follows marking periods 1-3, prior to the shift to remote learning:
● 90-100% or greater: -4/4/+4
● 80-89%: -3/3/+3
● 70-79%: -2/2/+2
● 69% and below is Failing: -1/1/+1
Pass/Fail and Incomplete Classes
TRCS Middle School will not offer any classes pass/fail for students, to ensure rigorous
standards of learning. However, student who have shown the need for further support, as
evidenced by low scores or participation during remote learning, will be offered the option
of taking an incomplete. These students will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis, to
determine the proper interventions, completion timeline, and necessary resources for
completion. For example, an incomplete may be issued for a holdover candidate for whom the
ability to finish work has been hindered and could be the difference in promotion to the next
grade.
How will holdovers be addressed?
Holdovers will follow the general policy set in place by TRCS. Students who need more support
due to remote learning challenges will be considered on a case-by-case basis; students who have
been identified as promotion in doubt prior to marking period 4 will also be considered and
progress/interventions monitored to determine holdover status.
Subject Grading Adjustments for Remote Learning
Grading criteria will vary by subject and teacher, and will address for environment changes due
to remote learning. Changes will be communicated to parents by the teacher, and teachers are
actively in conversation for adapting instruction, to ensure the highest levels of success and
maintain a rigorous learning environment.

