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English 3A & B - Fall 2018-Spring 2019

Protest Literature
Shahreen Islam
Elinora Owen- Fardig
The Renaissance Charter School

E-Mail: shahreenislam@rencharter.org
E-Mail: elinoraowenfardig@rencharter.org

A crucible is a pot in which metals or other substances are melted, turning them into a fresh and
new form. It is also a state of pain or anguish that tests one's resiliency and character. People,
throughout both history and literature, often face hardships and ordeals that challenge them to
protest and speak out, and, like the melted metals, hopefully transform their society into something
new and different. Sometimes they succeed and sometimes, unfortunately, the conflict proves to
be greater than they are. In this course, we will examine the historical context that has lead authors
to protest and voice their concerns about their current society. Through literature, we will also
explore the clash between the individual and society (setting) in creating a “crucible” for characters.
Can the difficulties faced by these characters lead to transformation and the rebirth of something
innovative and positive?
We will engage these themes and the specific literature through extensive essay writing (using the Common
Core Standards), Shared Inquiry discussions, on demand Common Core tests, and projects. The students will
culminate the year’s work with a final research paper & speech on a topic of their own choosing. Some of
the main literary works explored in this class are: The Crucible by Arthur Miller, 1984 by George Orwell,
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger, and A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry. This core literature will
also be supplemented with non-fiction articles, short stories, and poetry related to the themes of these texts.

Yearlong Theme: The Clash between the Individual and Society
1st Semester:

2nd Semester:

Major Texts:

Major Texts:

The Crucible by Arthur Miller
Catcher in the Rye by J.D.Salinger
Hansberry

1984 by George Orwell
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine

Semester Grading Rubric
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40% Writing Projects/Essays
All final writing projects must be typed and submitted on time at the beginning of class. If you need
to leave class to print work, you and your work will be marked late. Late work will be marked down
5% per day late.
40% Classwork, Participation, & Homework
Classwork includes: completing “Quickwrites”(in notebook); Shared Inquiry discussions; daily,
punctual, attendance; asking questions; exit slips, group work; general completion of daily tasks;
overall effort in engaging all agenda items; and note-taking.
Homework will be checked on a regular basis. Late work will be marked down for lateness, and will
not be accepted more than two days beyond the original deadline. Typed HW is preferred.
20% Quizzes/Tests
There will be timed, on demand quizzes/exams every few weeks, and there will also be frequent
reading and subject-matter quizzes or tests. Make-up quizzes are offered ONLY if you were absent
due to illness. You must arrive in class on time to take a quiz; arriving late will simply mean that
you have less time for the quiz.

Shared Inquiry Grading Criteria
●
●
●
●

Actively Listening to others (no sidebar conversations)
Sharing your own ideas/interpretations OR
Responding/Engaging to your classmates’ ideas
Asking thoughtful and interesting questions to the group

Major Assignments
● All MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS should be typed and meet the deadline.
● Your work is due in the beginning of class on the date specified (you will not be given
permission to go print your work during class).
● Work turned in late will receive a deduction of 5% per day for up to two days.
● Save your work in multiple places. (We won’t accept any excuses dealing with flash drives,
etc).

Format for Typed Assignments
All major writing assignments should be:
●
●
●
●
●

typed
stapled
double spaced
with Times New Roman font
include a heading one the left hand corner of the first page (name, grade & class period,
date assignment is due) - see sample below
● a footer on the lower right hand corner with your last name and page number
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Sample first page for all assignments:
Sonia Renaissance
11th Grade English – Period 3
September 10, 2019
Title (for example: Crushed Dreams)
The hopes and the failures involved in the “American Dream” are a major theme in John
Steinbeck’s
Of Mice and Men. Through the characterization of George and Lennie we are given many of the
major
issues that are involved in making this dream a reality.

Academic Dishonesty Policy:
At TRCS we take academic honesty very seriously. This stems from the fact that we want to
ensure that our students are fully prepared for the demands of college. Consequently, our
plagiarism policy is very similar to what you would find in a college campus. Plagiarism is when
you take another person’s work and pass it off as your own. There are many different varieties of
this, from directly copying someone else’s work, to taking another person’s research or ideas and
not properly citing them as a source. In this class, the most severe plagiarism (direct copying) can
result in your failure of the class as a whole. (This would only happen after a fair investigation
process that would involve communication between me, the student, and Student Support.) Other
forms of plagiarism (such as not including citation sources) can result in your failure of that specific
writing assignment.

Classroom Basics:
Beginning the Period:
1) Take your seat immediately

2) In notebook: Begin QUICK WRITE
(Back of your notebook)

3) Copy HW

Bathroom:
There is a bathroom book & pass by the door. Ask me if you need to go by using the correct handsignal. We will let you know if it is okay to go at that time. Make sure you SIGN-OUT in the
notebook. Only one student is allowed out of the classroom at one time. Please do not ask if you
know someone is out. Please do not ask if we are in the middle of a whole-class mini-lesson. You
are allowed a maximum two bathroom breaks per week.
Lateness:
If you are late to class, please bring a LATE pass and place it in the blue bin on the bookshelf.
Excessive lateness will impact your Classwork Participation grade.
Books:
Please treat our books with respect. If you would like to borrow a book from the classroom library
– great! Just make sure to scan it out with Laurie and that you return it to the classroom library.
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Required Supplies:
Marble Notebook (2) – one for each semester
***3 Ring-Binder (for hand-outs)
Blue/black ink pens only
Post-it Notes (in various sizes & colors for
note-taking in books)
Thesaurus
1 Pocket Folder (for Returned Assignments)

Weekly Format:
Tuesdays will be our writing workshop days (additional teachers in the classroom).

Homework Assignment (due: tomorrow):
Read this syllabus with your parent or guardian.
Complete your SPECIFIC goals on the following page
Complete the Student/Parent Agreement
Insert the rest of this syllabus into your binder.
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Name______________________________________________
Period______

Your Goals for this ELA Classroom:
Please be specific. (Please DO NOT say you want to get a 4.0. Instead, please create a goal
that will focus on HOW you will achieve a 4.0, like completing all ELA HW assignments daily…)
Goal

What do you NEED to accomplish this goal?
(ie – a quiet space, etc)

1)

2)

3)

1. Complete the following STUDENT agreement:
I have read the syllabus and understand it. To facilitate my success in this classroom, I will do my
best to follow the directions provided in this syllabus.
Student’s Name: ________________________________
Grade and Class Period:
__________________
Student Signature _______________________________

Date: ___________________

Student’s E-Mail: __________________________
2. Have your Parents / Guardian fill-out the information below:
I have read and reviewed the content of this syllabus with my son &/or daughter .
Parent / Guardian Name: _______________________________
Parent / Guardian Signature: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

Contact Information (Phone #): _____________________________

